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the teaching of the Morals and the Homilies. Yet it should be borne in mind that it is on Gregory's work that these later systems in the main are based. It is the ideas and doctrines emphasized by him that afterwards became of first-rate importance in the Church.
It may be worth while, in conclusion, to remark on the analogy that may be drawn between Gregory's work as a lluler, and his work as a Doctor of the Church.    His pontificate is important in the history of the Papacy, not because he introduced fresh ideas of the Papal authority, but because he gave energetic practical  expression to the ideas already existing, because he laboured for the consolidation of the power        'was conceded, because he imparted  a real  impulse to a f rapidly developing system, and because he had no successor*'of note until the time of Gregory the Seventh.    And so it was with |3S| teaching.    Gregory's theology is important in the history! dogma: yet we do not find in it new ideas or the settlement i difficult questions.   Gregory does not give us much new lyiatl or new light.   But he does sum up the teaching of the old Fathers and bring it into union with the opinion of his tinft?**    | f; He does consolidate and strengthen the Catholicism he found,      jL preparing the matter for future elaboration.    He does impart"Ja life and impulse to prevailing tendencies, helping on the eon-      V struction of the system hereafter to be completed in SchohiSsj ticism.   He gives to theology a tone and an emphasis whi{ cannot be disregarded.    And from his time to that of no teacher of equal eminence arose  in the Church, period of nearly four centuries the last word on theology restcjfe^; with Gregory the Great.
